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The current period of neo-liberal globalization fhamatically affected the nature and content of
spaces. Drawing on the work of David Harvey, Mg#ilith, and others, this paper examines the rise of]
municipal capitalism—a neo-liberal model of usingblic resources for private sector development—
across the United States since the 1980s. Thistgnmodel has accelerated the uneven developmen
of capitalism, reproducing class relations andiapatequalities, while at the same time opening up
and creating new areas for capitalist elites tawandate—notably developers, real estate, finanoe, a
service industry (hotels, bars, etc). These psE®bave accelerated under the guise of “community
development” and “redevelopment” while critics hargued that this amounts to nothing more than
gentrification, displacement, and exploitation. u@ter-hegemonic efforts, however, are being
developed—the paper describes these movementpatalgustice” movements—arguing for smart
growth/job-residence co-location, environmentaligaition, mixed/affordable housing etc. The most
notable of these is the rise of Community Benefitgeements and other “high road” economic
development efforts. | theorize that the risehi$ tounter-hegemonic model represents a shiftén t
ways that organized labor, community groups, andtgglanners are re-orienting the political and
ideological struggle over social justice along lihes of “spatial justice,” and, in turn, are ulatly
attempting to re-orient the relationship betwegpitedand labor in a post-industrial economy.




